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COALITION TOABOLISH SLAVERY & TRAFFICKING (CAST) PRO BONO PROGRAM
CAST’s pro bono program is a key component of CAST’s work with trafficking survivors and enables survivors to access critical legal services.  Pro bono attorneys advocate on behalf of survivors of human trafficking and help them take important steps to rebuild their lives.  CAST provides a variety of pro bono opportunities, including immigration advocacy, criminal victim-witness advocacy, and civil litigation.

Human Trafficking 101 
All pro bono attorneys are required to attend CAST’s comprehensive legal training, “Human Trafficking 101” which provides an introduction to human trafficking and to legal advocacy on behalf of trafficking survivors.  This training is offered at least twice a year in Los Angeles, CA and offers 6 hours of MCLE credit to participants.

CAST’s Role
CAST is committed to supporting pro bono attorneys in the cases they take.  CAST will provide the attorney with placement materials and facilitate the first meeting between the client and attorney.  CAST will also check-in with the attorney regularly, and review all drafts of applications and filings before they are submitted.
Immigration Advocacy

The most common pro bono opportunity is immigration assistance for survivors of human trafficking.  Lack of immigration status makes trafficking survivors vulnerable to further abuse and exploitation.  Obtaining immigration status enables a client to access important benefits, employment, and to reunite with certain family members.

Most of CAST’s foreign national clients are eligible for T Visas, an immigration remedy that allows them to live and work in the United States and to reunify with children and other family members.    Pro Bono attorneys prepare the T Visa application and submit it in writing to US Citizenship and Immigration Services.  The most important aspect of the T Visa application are the client’s declaration, which the attorney drafts with the client, and the cover letter, which contains the legal argument.  CAST estimates that pro bono attorneys spend about 40 hours on their first T Visas and requests that the application be submitted within 2 months of taking on the case.
Criminal Victim-Witness Advocacy
When there is an active law enforcement investigation, pro bono attorneys provide critical criminal-victim witness advocacy on behalf of trafficking survivors.  This representation includes advocating for the client’s wishes with law enforcement, accompanying them to law enforcement interviews, making appearances before the criminal court, and advocating for the client’s rights during the prosecution of their traffickers, including seeking restitution.  The time commitment for criminal victim-witness advocacy depends on the law enforcement investigation, ranging from a few hours for accompanying the client to an interview to 40-100 hours if the case goes to trial.

Civil Litigation
CAST Pro bono attorneys also engage in civil litigation on behalf of trafficking survivors, bringing claims in both federal and state court against traffickers.  Both California law and the federal Trafficking Victims’ Protection Act provide specific causes of action for trafficking survivors and survivors may also bring other tort claims.  

The majority of CAST’s clients choose not to pursue civil litigation or do not have viable claims.  However, for other clients, civil remedies are a critical way to seek justice against their traffickers.  Civil litigation may involve hundreds of hours of advocacy on behalf of trafficking survivors. CAST asks pro bono attorneys to at a minimum conduct a civil assessment of viability of the case and then if the Pro bono attorney is not able to take on the full case, bring this case to CAST’s attention for placement with a different firm. 

CAST also relies on Pro bono assistance when it receives subpoena request for its documents or its staff in civil and criminal matters.

Impact Litigation/Policy 

CAST often has unique projects that involve impact cases or policy work that needs the expertise of pro bono support. Descriptions of these individual project opportunities are available upon request.

If you are interested in being involved with CAST’s pro bono program please contact:

Stephanie Richard, Policy & Legal Services Director: Stephanie@castla.org or 213-365-1906 x 115.
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